
 
 
Week #2: Who Do You Say I Am? 
 

When Jesus came to the region of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, “Who do people 
say the Son of Man is?” They replied, “Some say John the Baptist; others say Elijah; and still 
others, Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” “But what about you?” he asked. “Who do you say I 
am?” Simon Peter answered, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.” Jesus replied, 
“Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah, for this was not revealed to you by flesh and blood, but 
by my Father in heaven. And I tell you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, 
and the gates of Hades will not overcome it.” 

Matthew 16:13–18 (NIV) 

 

 Everybody Has an opinion about Jesus 

 
1.     Jesus ______ to _______. (v15) 

 

2.     Peter’s __________ Surrender. (v16) 

 

Christ is the visible image of the invisible God. He existed before anything was created and is 
supreme over all creation. 

Colossians 1:15 (NLT) 

 

Why do we resist surrender? 

 

The Parable of the Tenants 

 



 

 

“You must make a choice. Either this man was, and is, the Son of God, or else a madman or 
something worse.” 

The Reason for God, Timothy Keller 

 

3.     Identity is the ____ and surrender is the ____. (v17) 

 

“The most important thing in life is not what you do; it’s who you become.” 

Dallas Willard 

 

“Grace is not opposed to effort; it is opposed to earning.” 

The Divine Conspiracy, Dallas Willard 

 

But these are written so that you will put your faith in Jesus as the Messiah and the Son of God. 
If you have faith in him, you will have true life. 

John 20:31 (CEV) 

 

“Jesus, I ask you to open my eyes and my heart to the truth of who you are.  

I choose today to turn toward you. I don’t know or understand it all, but I surrender to you.  

I believe that you are God, I believe my sins are forgiven and I believe you love me. Amen.” 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Discussion questions: 
1.​ In Matthew 16, people had many different ideas about who Jesus was. What are some 

of the common ways people today describe or think about Jesus? Where do you think 
those ideas come from? 

2.​ Jesus asks the disciples, “Who do you say I am?” How would you personally answer that 
question right now? 

3.​ Peter’s response recognizes Jesus as the Messiah, which leads to surrender. What are 
some reasons people struggle to fully surrender their lives to Jesus? Are there areas 
where surrender is still challenging for you? 

4.​ Is there an area of your life where Jesus might be inviting you to trust or surrender to him 
more right now? 

 
Recommended resources: 
The Case for Christ, Lee Strobel 
The Divine Conspiracy, Dallas Willard 
The Reason for God, Timothy Keller 
Jesus, the King, Timothy Keller 
 
 
(NIV) New International Version (NLT) New Living Translation (CEV) Contemporary English Version 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.amazon.com/Case-Christ-Journalists-Personal-Investigation/dp/0310345863/ref=sr_1_1?adgrpid=187119854300&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.ApDtVFuKCGgzx75HA-hINAQulYLDIxYREKm928ux8eH4Yin4-33Nd2fTOKvCFCvqnt72P-Sbi1vSKE76wPBwipi7HJ1JUAUJYDqA_OZQPhDH-JxOvfbij6zENys2vRicIZPpdcUjWAsMQcrShmx4FoL87_cGvXJSP7S2qu0RXYYIxDPKrU55GMX-CR0DYti3aqMcf-iyFMTeEW-cXdEtxZpxuEy1JaYFKVYgbn8h4OU.Ej09Pxwmjr5FEd0NPhdZJNdVsovVMXy1YicDFAfSB9k&dib_tag=se&hvadid=792912311967&hvdev=c&hvexpln=0&hvlocphy=9190439&hvnetw=g&hvocijid=6743461646995901574--&hvqmt=e&hvrand=6743461646995901574&hvtargid=kwd-297796918076&hydadcr=8846_13910275_2441814&keywords=the+case+for+christ+lee+strobel&mcid=f3a26541744e365ba818cafdb7611d50&qid=1773333773&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Divine-Conspiracy-Rediscovering-Hidden-Life/dp/0060693339
https://www.amazon.com/Reason-God-Belief-Age-Skepticism/dp/1594483493
https://www.amazon.com/Jesus-King-Understanding-Life-Death/dp/1594486662
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am?” Simon Peter answered, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.” Jesus replied, 
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1.     Jesus Pivots to Personal. (v15) 

 

2.     Peter’s Unconditional Surrender. (v16) 

 

Christ is the visible image of the invisible God. He existed before anything was created and is 
supreme over all creation. 

Colossians 1:15 (NLT) 
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The Parable of the Tenants 

 

“You must make a choice. Either this man was, and is, the Son of God, or else a madman or 
something worse.” 

The Reason for God, Timothy Keller 
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